Biodiversity Action Group
Awareness Sub-Group Meeting
Minutes

2pm Friday 1* Feb 2008
The Classroom, Bestwood County Park
Bestwood Village. 14:00 - 16:00

Present: Jackie Adams Nottinghamshire County Council
Linda Davey Women'’s Institute
Karen Emery Rufford Country Park, NCC
Gill Grievson Greenwood Community Forest
Chris Jackson Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group
Erin McDaid (Chair) Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust
Sue McDonald Bestwood Country Park, NCC
Sally Thurgare (Minutes) Nottinghamshire County Council
Kathy Wimble Newark & Sherwood District Council

1. Apologies

Caroline Harrison (NE), Phil Keynes (NCC, Sustainability), Jo Lindsay
(SFCR), Paul Phillips (RBC), Nick Tribe (NE), Felicity Washbrook (MDC).

2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising

Previous minutes were agreed without amendments.

Any matters arising from previous minutes were discussed and are included in
the relevant sections of the minutes.

3. Bioblitz — Parther engagement, promotion and delivery

The date for BioBlitz 2008 will be Friday 11" - Saturday 12" July at Rufford
Country Park. Part of the country park has just been declared a Local Nature
Reserve.

CJ suggested that a working group should be set up asap and should include
members from Greenwood, Natural England, Newark & Sherwood, Sherwood
Rangers, Sherwood Forest Trust and NCC (Bestwood CP, Rufford CP & Env
Ed Supp Service), Brackenhurst College. There was a need to invite species
specialists to become involved in the event, eg Notts birdwatchers, records
centre, DANES, NCC tree team, beekeepers. Volunteers from Bestwood may
also be contacted to become involved. There were concerns that due to the
timing of this years event it may miss out on student involvement. Wider
working group this year in contrast with previous years — see ‘Lessons
Learned’. At the previous Bioblitz too much was expected of only a few
people.

Action 1: GG to discuss BioBlitz with FRIENDS group in the meeting in April
Action 2: All to consider who might be interested in becoming involved,
possibly rekindling old contacts.

Action 3: Felicity Washbrook, Alex Price and Neville Davey (Brackenhurst) to
be invited to take part.
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There will be Rangers on duty for the event in addition to volunteers.

Action 4: KE to check Health and Safety red tape needed for rangers and
volunteers.

Action 5: SM will speak to volunteers and check that all relevant medical and
consent forms are on file.

Promotional material may prove problematic due to reduced funding. Since
the last bioblitz event the financial circumstances for Natural England have
changed greatly so may not be able to contribute. Funds from NCC and NWT
to be explored. Promotional material left over from previous years could be
used. For consistency, it was agreed that 1 person should be in charge of
promotion, perhaps inviting a placement student to get involved.

Rough Schedule for event:
Fri 11" July Day:  Day to focus on Schools and Young people -
Educational guided walks to leave at different times during the
day.

Fri 11" July Evening: The official 24 recording period starts
Mammal trapping
Bat walks
Moth trapping
Guidance by KE for activities
Camping for event @ Rufford CP in Long Meadow
Sat 12" July Day: 24 recording continues from Fri eve
focusing on people involvement
Check mammal traps —
Lectures (informative talks)
Guided walks
Stands for specialists in the marquee

There is a range of habitats to be studied, including mixed woodland,
wetlands(including Rufford lake), and grasslands. Therefore a number of
different techniques can be used to sample the different species in the area. It
was suggested that some filming of birds and wildlife could be linked up to the
stalls for display purposes. Data from surveys to be collated by 1 person
centrally — LD volunteered — radios available so data can be fed back to ‘base’
for a running total. Can be computerised and incorporated with films or can be
placed on a blackboard. LD wishes to use collected data for W1 presentations.

There is a marquee available for the event, as is car parking, on site catering
and possibly a room in the stable block for lectures and stalls etc.

Action 6: KE to find out availability of room in stable block

SM suggested creating a survey sheet for participants to complete in their
own gardens, and for the results to be made available online

For organisation reasons, it was suggested that 1 person should cover each
aspect of the blitz. These aspects include: Publicity, Surveys, Site event and



equipment, organisation of volunteers etc. However, everyone present
suggested ways in which they could help with promotion:

KW — Monthly newsletter and website

CJ - District councils and ‘Living for Tomorrow’ paper
LD — WI

KE — Chase local newspapers and parish papers

JA — Schools websites

GG - Greenwood newsletter

EM — Local free newspapers and TV, eg bbc gardeners

Action 7: All —to find out deadlines for their promotional formats.

BigBAG review of 2007 and ideas for 2008

A ‘2 day-er’ LBAP co-ordination meeting has been suggested in cooperation
with the Derbyshire (one day focusing on the professional side and another on
Friends of groups) obviously there would be some cross over and some
people may wish to attend both days..

Previous meetings have raised the issue of the level of detail given in the
lectures. Some thought that they were too generic and lacked an adequate
level of specialism. However, there is a broad range of partners attending
these meetings and therefore too much in depth description may be
inappropriate.

It was suggested that a way to appease most attendees would be to include a
range of case studies in the lecture and to hold discussion groups in order to
have 2 way communications. It was also concluded that the site visits
presented an excellent opportunity to mingle and therefore should continue to
be included in future meetings.

A possible presentation for the BigBAG may be a representative from Vicar
Water, and also speakers from the various Country Parks (in Notts and
Derby). This idea would be followed up at the next meeting.

Action 8: CJ to investigate working with Derbyshire a bit further.

BAG officer update and Feedback from Steering Group

BAG: The main work area recently has been organising Biodiversity Duty
awareness raising seminar for local authorities. A similar event is due to take
place in 4 out of the 5 East Midland counties and CEO’s and councillors from
all the LA’s will be invited to attend. Currently eight out of nine LA’s in
Nottinghamshire have registered to attend the event.

BARS: Information for heathland in Notts is now going onto BARS. At
Bestwood more heathland has recently been created.

A BAG lvy leaflet is being created and will be circulated as a draft when
complete.
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A new Habitat Action Plan for Ditches is currently being drafted will also be
circulated when complete.

&M group - highlights the Floating Pennywort issue which poses the serious
threat of spreading fro the River Soar to the Trent. Members are asked to
check on the Environment Agency and British Waterways websites for more
information about this plant, and to keep their eyes open for it. There is an
unknown plant species in Bestwood pond and SM should try to find out what
species it is or ask for help from the records centre (Rob Acton) or Dave
Wood (county BSBI recorder).

Priority species and habitats 2008

During the BAG Implementation and Monitoring subgroup meeting of
22/01/2008, it was decided that the priority habitat for 2008 will be hedgerows,
and that the priority species will be something related to hedgerows, although
it was not decided what this would be.

Action 9: CJ to chase members regarding priority species.

Action 10: EM to write a short article of last year’s priority ‘urban’ habitat,
some of which were lost due to development. This will be sent out to the
partners.

Terms of Reference

CJ & EM — updated the draft by email. The final draft was approved by the
group and will be e-mailed around the BAG Awareness sub-group with the
minutes.

Partner updates

KE — New local nature reserve status which ties in with the BioBlitz.

KW — Bid from N&S has been put through to Natural England for 10years of
funding (Higher Level Stewardship) in order to revert parts of Cocklode wood
to heathland (application has been completed by SFT).

LD — Gives weekly talks at the WI, the Towns Woman’s Guilds and various
gardeners groups on biodiversity in order to encourage involvement. She will
use these connections to spread the BioBlitz material to the groups.
CJ—seeltem5

GG - None

SM — None

JA — 6 new rangers at the city, will contact them about the Environmental
Education Group being set up for the county as a whole.

EM — Idle Valley training centre now complete and will open this month. He
will send emails of the course details for CJ to send on to BAG partners.

10 years of LBAP (Should we celebrate?)

Possible incorporate this into the BioBlitz or the BigBAG

AOB
GG - Greenwood are moving to Rufford, details to follow.
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There may be the possibility of nominating a ranger who is responsible for
attending all BAG meetings and to give feedback to all rangers at 3 country
parks (or at the least having one ranger to represent Rufford and Sherwood).
Working group to take over preparations for Bioblitz.

Date of next meeting

9" May — County Room, Rufford 2:00pm
gt Aug — BAG Awareness TBC 2:00pm



