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Biodiversity Action Group 
Implementation and Monitoring Subgroup 

Minutes 
 

2pm Tuesday 17th July 2007  
Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust Offices  

 Old Ragged School 
 
Present:  
Paul Barwick   Forestry Commission (FC) 
Janice Bradley  Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT) & Chair  
Carl Cornish   Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT)  
Nick Crouch   Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
Deanne Gow   British Waterways  
Dave Hunter   Trent River Projects 
Paul Ibbotson   Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) & Minutes  
Chris Jackson  Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group (BAG) 
Sue McDonald Bestwood Country Park (BCP) 
Chris Rider   Forestry Commission (FC) 
Lesley Sharp   Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG) 
Nic Wort   Greenwood 
Sheila Wright   Nottingham Natural History Museum 

 
1. Apologies   
 

Felicity Washbrook - Mansfield District Council (MDC); Jo Lindsay - Sherwood Forest 
Community Ranger; Steve Fisher & Andrew Pooley - Broxtowe Borough Council 
(BBC); Karyn Stander – Sherwood Forest Trust (SFT); Nick Tribe – Natural England 
(NE); Mark Waller - Center Parcs; David Parkin -  Notts Birdwatchers; Paul Phillips – 
Rushcliffe Borough Council (RBC).  
 
Graham Colbourne (FWAG) has moved to Lincolnshire and has been replaced by 
Lesley Sharp.  

 
2. Previous Minutes  
 

Minutes agreed as accurate.  
 
3. BARS – Where Are We Now – Training etc.  
 

CJ updated the group on BARS training. 10 people trained so far. Aiming for 22 
people to be trained in Nottinghamshire with more training rolled out towards the end 
of the year. Lowland Heathland is going to be the trialled habitat on BARS (accepted 
at the Sherwood Habitats Group). CJ raised the issue of who is going to be 
responsible for data entry on BARS.  
 
Action 1: CJ to agree with partners exactly what it is they are responsible for 
regarding data collection and entry.  
 
CJ encouraged those who haven’t already looked at BARS to do so.  
PB – The quality of BARS is only as good as the data collected and entered into the 
system.  
JB – BARS is a very important lobbying tool and we all have a responsibility to make 
it work. 
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4. Update on HAPs and SAPs Target Review 
 

JB – There is a revised list with 1200 + species currently awaiting ministerial 
approval. If it is approved then we need to look at what this means from a 
Nottinghamshire perspective. We would be looking towards the expert species 
groups for the species-specific implications.   

 
5. Update on Notts HAPs Targets – Filling In The Gaps  
 

Hopefully most of the baseline data is still relatively robust but it was acknowledged 
at the time that data was incomplete for some habitats.   
 
Habitats where baseline data is still required: 
 

·  Ancient and species rich hedgerows  
  

Action 2: JB to see if NE can provide 
 
·  Farmland  

 
Action 3: JB to see if NE can provide 

 
·  Canals & Associated Habitats 

 
Action 4: DG to work on providing this data within one month from meeting.  
Data based on the national BAP reporting criteria.  

 
·  Rivers and Streams  

 
Action 5: CJ to contact Anja at EA  

 
·  Urban and post-industrial landscapes 

 
Action 6: JB & NC to talk to Local Authority Partners.  

 
·  Shingle banks and saline lagoons – again try Anja at EA for data.  

 
Action 7: JB to look into ditch management responsibility split between IDB’s 
and Local Authorities. 
 
JB – Any significant changes in the existing baseline data please inform JB at the 
NWT.  
 
Action 8: CR and PB to inform JB and CJ of any significant changes in the 
baseline data that they brought to the review day in Feb 2007. 
 
JB also explained the important contribution of the last HAPS and SAPS data and 
targets to setting of the regional targets to go in the East Midlands Biodiversity 
Strategy and the RSS, thus underlining that the information was well used in a 
strategic way. 

 
6. Priority Species/ Habitats – Action Update And Programmed Work 
 

·  Unfortunately Paul Owen was not present to give an update on the Kingfisher 
project.  

 
·  NW updated partners on the situation at Gedling Pit Tip regarding 

negotiations with UK Coal.   
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·  CR updated partners on moves to take over Calverton Pit Tip from the Coal 

Authority.  
 

·  JB – After resistance from the developers at first, planning permission has 
been granted  for biodiversity-lead restoration at Annesley Colliery after long 
discussions involving NCC, NWT and the local Conservation Group.  

 
Action 9: CJ to invite Phil Kimbrey to future meetings given his knowledge of 
post-industrial habitats in the region and conservation contacts.  
 
Action 10: CJ to message the partnership for any faunal or floral information 
about the current wildlife interest on Calverton Pit Tip.  
 

7. Do We Want a Notts BAG Mega-Project? 
 

JB – there are lots of individual partners and ‘mini-groups’ all operating under various 
funding packages but it is rare that all groups in the BAG work together on one 
project e.g. BioBlitz. It could be useful to raise awareness and funding is sometimes 
easier to attract large scale ‘big-idea’ projects. DH raised the possibility of an 
Erewash Valley project. JB – Not impossible to do so but because of the piecemeal 
ownership issues it makes it a very complex area to work in. Other ideas for a Big 
BAG Project  were: 
 

·  Ditch clearing education in light of recent flooding problems 
·  Best practice Farm/agricultural land  
·  Corridors between habitat islands, especially the role of isolated veteran 

trees in hedgerows. 
 

Action 11: The I & M Group decided to consider topics after the meeting and 
email JB with any suggested themes. Moved forward to an agenda item next I 
& M meeting.  

 
8. Update from Partners 
 

SW – Moths update; surveyed 10 sites in Notts, and notably Carl Cornish and Mark 
Speck found a Small Eggar Nest (this species is unusual nationally).   Caught two 
Blotched Emeralds at The Rings in Thorney; Dark Brockade Moth at Sherwood 
Heath; and several Privet Hawk Moth sightings (it appears to be doing well in the 
county). 
Also lots of bat walks and talks.  
 
SMD – Ongoing moth trapping, One of the rangers (a keen birder) is producing an 
annual bird report for Bestwood CP; NCC dangerous tree work occupying a lot of the 
time.  
 
LS – Bingham to Melton habitat corridor, funding from Defra to carry out visits where 
there is opportunity for restoration and development.  
 
PB – Heathland Restoration on a routine basis; 5 hectares at Clipstone – 200 
hectares on a regional basis; 250ha of Wood-pasture restoration, includes 100ha of 
halo thinning, 50 ha currently complete (range of treatments across sites concerned); 
Wet-land restoration at the Rainworth site (good water vole population) – planted 60 
native black poplars; upper reaches of Thieves Wood opened up and in current wet 
weather spring is flowing again.  
 
DH – Fish counter still not in place due to complications with health & safety from 
British Waterways; difficult to spot migrating fish due to the height of the river; 
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involved in a series of talks and public events, notably appearing on the BBC’s 
Saving Planet Earth.  
 
DG – Involved with ongoing management of the SSSIs and other sites; installed bat 
boxes at Stoke Wood.  
 
NW – Notts. Landscape Challenge Scheme – encouraging landscape change – 
biodiversity of agricultural and arable land, launched in April, bids in by end of July, 
scored on the LL subgroup criteria, so far a mixed entry – oak/birch, grassland and 
wetland habitat.  8 to 10 expressions of interest. 
 
NC – Planning/ Development Control work; Sent letters to heads of districts 
regarding the early stages of the planning process; 25 road verge sites visited which 
are managed for their botanical interest; Conducting a review of all CC SINC sites; 
Ranson’s Heathland Site – ongoing management.  
 
CJ – BARS training; visiting partners; change of BAG website host, events added.  
 
Action 12:  BAG partners to check the BAG website to check their organisation 
details are correct and up to date.  Also to check if their logo is present and if 
links to and from their own website to the BAG website are set up.   
 
CC – Idle Barn Owl project – EA money to visit land owners and habitats, identified 
12 pairs in Idle Valley through this project.  
 
Action 13: CJ to email bird records details to the Notts Bird Recorder; Retford 
Cemetery – potential nature reserve, bat project; Blue Butterfly Scheme.  
 
JB – Gaynor (NWT) progressing with the Blue Butterfly project in South and West 
Notts. Hopeful for ongoing funding to increase the scope; Estates Team – a relatively 
quite time of year in terms of habitat; no hay this year (lodged) because of the wet 
year; lots of fence/path maintenance ongoing. More planning work; Regional Spatial 
Strategy – 96,000 houses planned on significant areas of greenfield/greenbelt with 
associated impact on biodiversity, flooding, sewage and water supply – NWT 
ongoing lobbying and representation at the Examination in Public. Attenborough 
Reserve - have approval for a new tower hide to be built as well as some new reed 
bed creation. SINC criteria work moving forward, public consultation.  
 
Action 14: CJ to email wider BAG group SINC criteria for comment.  
 
Wet and windy weather has been a problem for some insectivores, particularly bats.  
 

9. Feedback from the Steering Group 
 

Planted Coniferous Woodland Plan has been commented upon and the suggested 
changes will be made and circulated.  Biodiversity Duty guidance came out in May – 
looking to invite CEOs and Leaders of Authorities to an event which explains the duty 
and its implications for authorities.  

 
10. Outstanding Matters Arising 
 

JB – previous action to chase Anja (EA) for shingle bank HAP work to be disregarded 
due to resourcing problems at the EA. JB to approach Valerie Holt (NWT) instead.  
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11. A.O.B.  
 

JB – Circulated ‘Ditches HAP’ to the group.  
 
Action 15: Group to feedback comments to JB.  

 
12. Next I & M Meetings 
 

16th October 2pm - possibly Center Parcs  
 

22nd January 2008 2pm - Venue TBC 


