Biodiversity Action Group
Implementation and Monitoring
Subgroup

Minutes

2pm Tuesday 22" January 20089
The Old Ragged School

Nottingham
Present:
Richard Bennett British Waterways (BW)
Janice Bradley Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT) & Chair
Nick Crouch Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) Ecology
Keith Easton Environment Agency
John Ellis Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT)
Deanne Gow British Waterways (BW)
Caroline Harrison Natural England (NE)
David Hunter Trent River Trust
Chris Jackson Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group (BAG)
David Parkin Nottinghamshire Birdwatchers
Paul Phillips Rushcliffe Borough Council (RBC)
Chris Rider Forestry Commission (FC)
Norma Saunders Sherwood Forest Trust (SFT)
Lesley Sharpe Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group (FWAG)
Sally Thurgar Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) and Minutes
Tom Worthington University of Southampton
Sheila Wright Nottingham Natural History Museum
1. Apologies

Rebecca Brunt - Environment Agency (EA); Carl Cornish - Nottinghamshire
Wildlife Trust (NWT); Phil Kimbrey - Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC);
Alex Morley & Sue McDonald - Bestwood Country Park (BCP); Anja
Nonnenmacher - Environment Agency (EA); Paul Owen - Nottinghamshire
City Council; Nick Tribe - Natural England (NE); Mark Waller - Center Parcs;
Felicity Washbrook - Mansfield District Council (MDC); Nic Wort - Greenwood
Community Forest.

2. Previous Minutes Accuracy and Actions

One typing error noted by SW. Page 7 stated that ‘Great ok beauty moths
have been found on oaks at the Ollerton Shooting Range’. This should have
read ‘Great Oak Beauties'.

Except for this minor alteration, the minutes were accepted as a true record of
the previous meeting.

BAG partners were reminded to check the BAG website to ensure that their
organisation details are correct and up to date. Alterations are made to
partner details as and when the information is passed through to CJ.

Action 1: BAG partners are to check their organisations details are up to
date on the BAG website. CJ to send a reminder. (ongoing action)



3. The Burbot Reintroduction Project - Tom Worthington/ Keith Easton
(EA) Presentation And Discussion

The Burbot (Lota lota) is a species of fish that used to be native to the British
Isles but has gradually succumbed to extinction in UK waters. Post ice-age, it
was most common in Yorkshire, Trent, Fens and East Anglian rivers,
however, most records of its population and species diversification are found
in the Trent catchment area. Unfortunately, there are no accurate data to be
found on its population size, and so ichthyologists have to use subjective data
to gain an understanding of its decline.

For example, in 1828, the Burbot was described as being ‘most common’ in
the Trent catchment area. This then waned to ‘common’ in 1886, the species
‘occurring’ in 1906 before finally being described as ‘seldom seen’ in the post
WW?2 era.

Very little is known about the extinct British species of Burbot, so information
must be gleaned from Burbot species that are still prevalent in France,
Scandinavia and eastern European rivers. We know that Burbot are found in
low temperature waters (<13°C), however it can tolerate temperatures up to
20°C. It is a winter spawner and needs cover during the day, as it is an
ambush hunter. It needs clean and well oxygenated water. However we do
not know its spawning pattern or its average life span, but it is supposed that
this is dependent on its habitat and conditions.

There are many possible causes for the Burbot decline in the UK, some of
which may be: over fishing, pollution, disease, loss of habitat, impediment to
migration, climate change — or a combination of several factors. Before the
species can be reintroduced to the UK, it is vital to assess whether these
factors(s) are still prevalent or likely to cause concern for the reintroduced
fish.

Climate change: There are no long term data for water temperatures in the
UK, however we do have ambient air temperature information and so can
extrapolate useful water temperature data from this. Temperatures have been
steadily rising recently and it is possible that this has had an impact on the
decline of the Burbot.

Experiments are in progress to measure the spawning success of the Burbot
at different water temperatures - at 2°C, 5° and 8°C, in order to determine the
optimal breeding temperature.

Habitat: As the Burbot is an ambush predator, the loss of marshland in the
last half of the last century in the UK is a likely candidate for the departure of
the Burbot in our waters. This is mainly due to channelisation of our rivers,
which increases river velocity. It is also possible that power stations increase
the water temperature down river past the optimal temperature for Burbot
habitation.

Genetics: DNA extraction from preserved samples of British Burbot indicates
that the species was most closely related to the Western European group.
However, exact identification is difficult due to the ‘ad hock’ method of
classification — 23 separate species have currently been identified.

Field studies of the Western European Burbot have aided in identifying the
physiological requirements of the species, which in turn can be used to aid



targeting for the reintroduction of the Burbot to UK waters, based on habitat
requirements.

The concept of reintroduction of the Burbot has met with bad publicity in the
past, and the fact that they are currently classified as a ‘non-native’ species is
stalling progress of the reintroduction project. However, legislation change is
being considered and a preliminary report will be passed to DEFRA by
October 2008, with further consultation with interested groups occurring in
March/ April this year. It is estimated that DEFRA will have 1 year to study the
report and make recommendations, after which a trial may be conducted.

Action 2: CJ to circulate consultation on Burbot reintroduction that will
be sent to him by Tom Worthington at a later date in 2008.

Floating Pennywort - What Can We Do About It? Richard Bennett/
Deanne Gow (BW) Presentation And Discussion

The Floating Pennywort (Hydrocotyle ranunculoides) is an invasive species
which is native to North America. It was introduced to the UK in the 80’s as a
plant for tropical aquaria and garden ponds, however because of its rapid
growth it quickly spread into the wild and flourishes in rivers and canals. Only
a very small fragment of plant is needed for new plant growth.

The Pennywort can grow up to 20cm a day given good conditions, which can
amount to 15m growth of ‘mat’ from the riverbank in one season up to 40cm
in thickness. These dense, interwoven mats can impede navigation, cause
flooding, choke other plantlife and even Kkill fish through deoxygenisation of
waterways. It has no natural predators in this country and so there is nothing
to keep distribution in check.

There is already considerable spread of the Pennywort on the River Soar and
because the plant spreads easily and swiftly, there is a significant risk of
contamination of the River Trent and its tributaries, as well as associated river
systems.

Complete eradication of the plant is considered as unachievable but control
may be possible over several years. There are methods in place to control the
spread in Leicester. These involve bulk mechanical removal of the plant early
in its growing season by volunteers. Vigilance from landowners and anyone
associated with the river systems is called for.

Stem: Horizontal
Fleshy appearance
Leaf stalks and roots every 0.2-0.3m

Leaves: Circular or kidney-shaped
Deeply lobed
Up to 180mm across
Flowers: None

If anyone is to see the plant, they are asked to quickly remove it from the
waterway and deposit the remains on the river bank. The pennywort is 90%
water, therefore should rot down very quickly. The EA, British Waterways and
the landowner should then be notified.



Further control measures are being considered. These involve Herbicides for
rooted clumps, the introduction of biological controls (e.g. S American
Weevils), monitoring of current spread, liaisoning with partners and
associated parties and greater publicity. The plant is already on the
Contentious Issue Register.

Further information is available on the Trent website.

Action 3: RB to send PDF's of information leaflets to CJ to be sent
around the BAG mailing list

BARS Where Are We Now? - CJ

12 of the 18 action plans have been updated onto BARS with the old action
plans archived. Smart target information (set in Feb 2006) and the recently
agreed 15 generic actions have been added on to the updates of the 12
HAPS.

Partners have been approached regarding heath-land habitats including
NCC, SFT, Nott'm City and Mansfield District. Reporting from all of these
bodies has started. Centre Parcs and the FC have been contacted and
meetings will be arranged in near future. NT (NE) has reported that Steve
Clifton will be reporting high profile information on BARS on behalf of NE in
Notts.

Reporting on SSSI's is sometimes desirable on a more localised basis
(especially in Notts where some sites are owned by various landowners, have
different names for various sites and are worked on by different BAG
partners. CJ to report this to NE to see if they can help with this aspect of
BARS.

Action 4: CJ to contact and arrange reporting with Center Parcs,
Forestry Commission and Steve Clifton (NE).

Action 5: CJ to contact the NE BARS team (Megan Ellershaw) to report
the problems of reporting on SSSI sub-sites.

HAPs and SAPs National Targets Review - JMB

Ongoing issue with DEFRA. Nothing new to report.

Notts HAPs Targets - JMB, CJ

CJ has received a positive response from Anja Nonnenmacher (EA) for
getting hold of rivers and streams baseline data for target setting.

Action 6: CJ to follow up AN for baseline information on Rivers and
Streams.

CJ to work with Deanne Gow on the targets to be set for the Canals and
Associated Habitats HAP. The work will piggy back onto data that comes
from the Water Framework Directive in summer 2008.

Steve Fisher has sent through details of length and status (LNR) of the
section of the Nottingham Canal owned by Broxtowe BC.



Action 7: CJ and DG to create target data for the Canals and Associated
Habitats HAP (carried forward from previous minutes).

CH to follow up NT to see if Natural England hold appropriate information to
be used as baseline data for Hedgerow HAP and Farmland HAP. CJ has
discussed with NT about the targets set for the Wood Pasture and Parkland
HAP and NT intended to check the figures.

Action 8: CH to follow up NT for baseline information on Farmland and
Hedgerows.

Action 9: CJ to follow up NT for baseline information on Wood Pasture
and Parkland.

NC has not made any progress on baseline data for the Urban and Post
industrial HAP

Action 10: carried forward

CJ had contacted NS to look at drafting a HAP for orchards. NS is keen to be
involved and work will begin in April 2008 in conjunction with John Ellis and
Rob Atkinson of NWT.

Action11: CJ, NS and JDE to begin drafting a HAP for Orchards

The group had been unable to think of a suitable author for a new HAP on
Inland Rock and Scree habitat. CJ would send a message around the
partnership to see if he could progress this action.

Action 12: CJ to message the partnership to try to stimulate some ideas
on an author for the drafting of a HAP on Inland Rock and Scree habitat.

CJ apologised to the sub-group as he had not been able to progress the work
on the HAP for ditches.

Action 13: CJ to circulate second draft of Ditches HAP as soon as
possible.

CR had not been at the previous meeting and had been given insufficient time
to check the baseline data supplied by the FC to the target setting day in Feb
2006.

Action 14: CR to check that the FC data on woodlands was still relevant
and up to date.

Action 15: JB to keep in touch with Valerie Holt and report back to BAG
I&M on progress made with respect to draft HAPS for Shingle banks in
the River Trent and Semi marine environment of the upper tidal reaches
of the River Trent. (ongoing)

UPBAP Species (Notts List) - lvy Leaflet CJ

CJ has received lots of comments of the first draft of the Ivy leaflet and will be
drawing them together to be circulated a second time. Funding for the leaflet
will need to be found.



A downloadable copy may be preferable to a hard copy being circulated as
standard; however a small number of hard copies may be available for some
of the BAG partners in order for them to keep costs down. Quote for 500
copies of leaflet pending.

A suggestion that some partners could be designated as centres from which
copies could be printed was put forward. CJ suggested that BAG or LA’s
could be the partners who could take on the costs of printing the leaflets.

Possible format should be identical to Hedges leaflet.

Action 16: CJ to produce and circulate a second draft of the Ivy Leaflet
for comments.

Action 17: CJ to get a quote for the leaflet design (based on the style of
the hedgerow leaflet) and production of 500 copies of the leaflet.

CJ provided the sub-group a copy of an up to date list of species found in
Notts that were on the UKBAP list of species that had been produced in 2007.
CJ had consulted species specialists from within and outside the county and
was very close to getting together a finalised list. CJ still needed to chase up
SW for dates of records for moths and beetles and was awaiting some
outstanding information from other species specialists.

Action 18: SW to identify the date of records for the moth and beetle
species that have been identified as being present in Notts and on the
UKBAP species list. CJ to add Scarce Vapourer as a post 2000 record
to the LBAP list.

Action 19: CJ to follow up last few species specialists and circulate list
when complete.

CJ reported on the methods that JINCC were currently looking at for taking
forward these species within the Biodiversity Action Planning process. This
involved incorporating species into habitat action plans, wider action plans
(these would be picked up by country wide agencies) and there would still be
a need for individual species action plans. There were fears that this process
may be too simplistic and may overlook some species.

SW was worried about the way the list of moths on the UKBAP list had been
derived. Many of the moth species had been identified as being in steep
decline by the Rothamstead survey and as a result had been added to the
UKlist. The Rothamstead survey however had focused on relatively common
moth species and although there decline was cause for concern there were
other species that were much rarer that had been left off the UKBAP list. SW
suggested that perhaps there should be a separate alert list of species and a
list of local rarities but felt the BAP should still focus on national rarities.

CJ had received concerns from other species specialists about species that
were unusual or rare within Nottinghamshire but were not on the UKBAP list.
It was suggested that these species could be added to the LBAP list where
appropriate. As CJ contacted the species specialists he should ask them for
suggestions to be added to the local BAP lists using the existing LBAP list of
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species of conservation concern as a starting point (some species such as
fungi are currently not in the LBAP).

DP suggested that the Birds of Conservation Concern for Notts be used to
update the Nottinghamshire LBAP list for birds.

Action 20: CJ to look at LBAP list of species and update where
necessary.

NC has been involved in work with regards to the Depford pink during the
previous summer and as a result is drafting a SAP for this plant.

Priority Species/ Habitats - Action Update and Programmed Work

CJ had not raised the information on Kingfishers and Post Industrial habitats
at the previous BAG Awareness meeting because the meeting had focused
on the Big BAG event. CJ would ensure the information was passed on at
the next BAG Awareness meeting on Friday 1* February.

2007: Post industrial habitats and kingfisher NC - Because of the loss of
Steetley and possible loss of habitat at Cotgrave Colliery, it has been a fairly
unsuccessful year for conservation of this particular habitat, despite best
efforts being made. Planning permission has lacked ‘joined up thinking.” This
problem spreads across the board and will have to be addressed.

Action 21: CJ to raise both these issues at the next BAG Awareness
meeting.

2008 Priority Habitats and Species: After a discussion it was agreed that
Hedgerows would be a good habitat to focus attention on for 2008. The
phase 1 survey of Notts held information on hedgerows (ancient and species
rich). This data was not digitised and it would be a useful project (baseline
data for hedgerows) if this digitising work could be undertaken.

Defra were offering funding during 2008/9 for undertaking hedgerow survey
work using the hedgerow survey guidelines. Applications would need to be in
before the end of March 2008. There was interest from the partnership for
getting together an application for this funding from the BAG.

Action 22: People interested in getting together a bid for a hedgerow
survey project to meet in February 2008 to discuss this further. LS, NS,
CR, NC, CJ, JB.

2008: New ideas for Priority Species - No issues raised.

Action 23: CJ to enquire further after 1 week.

Update on Partners Projects (All)

NC (NCC) - Scrub clearance on Ransom Heath. Sites screened.
Red Hemp Nettle and Frog Orchid (UKBAP listed species) found on the SSSI
at Teversal Trail.



PP (RBC) - Thinning of potentially dangerous trees at Meadow Covert is
underway. A Friends group to be set up at Sharp Hill Wood, with which the
Wildlife Trust is involved.

DP (Notts Birdwatchers) - Bird atlas started in November, expected publishing
date 2012.

Results from 120 tetrads have been completed for Nov/Dec 2007 and results
from a further 40 tetrads are expected for this period (this is from a total of
550 tetrads).

LS (FWAG) - Bingham to Melton wildlife corridor and River Devon wetlands
projects going well.

NS (SFT) - Sherwood Initiative closed and final payments made. National
Lottery HLF sent their congratulations to the project. A new 5 year plan for
the project has been made and funding bids have been successful.

Adam Goodall post is to be advertised and the charity is to move its base to
Edwinstowe in the near future.

RB (British Waterways) - Currently advertising for Project Manager post at
Trent Vale. To be updated at next meeting.

CH (NE) - New biodiversity staff have been employed.

DH (Trent River Projects) - Closely involved with activities with Natural
England in the Peak District. There has been disappointment with farmers
pulling up their hedgerows and ancient trees in Nottingham. Reminder that
approval from the Local Authority must be given before this may take place.
CR also informed all that the FC had certain protective powers with regards to
hedgerow removal (especially if they had hedgerow trees in them).

Action 24: DH to give details of felled trees and hedgerows to JB and CR

DG (British Waterways) - Activity in recent newsletter. Bird ringing at
Hazelford - check bird boxes.

CR (Forestry Commission) - There is potential for wet woodland creation,
working with the OnTrent partnership. Reporting of this issue due in 6 months
time. 20 to 120ha of potential new sites identified (one of these at Caythorpe).

SR (Nottingham Natural History Museum) - Nothing to report.

CJ (Notts BAG) - Bioblitz dates set for Friday 11" and Saturday 12" July at
Rufford CP. Biodiversity Duty promotional event organised for the 7" Feb:
Local Authorities - Breakfast event for senior officers and elected members
Public Authorities - AM event (10:30am)

Planners - PM event.

Followed up by countywide promotional event for LA officers at a service
delivery level.

Karyn Stander (SFT) (Supplied to and read out by CJ) -

Conservation Grant Scheme funded by BBC running this winter (2007-08)
with 44 landowners in Sherwood and Greenwood undertaking small scale
habitat work. Have yet to hear if there will be funding available for the
scheme next winter.



11.

Heather harvesting is to be postponed due to a general lack of donor sites,
and the main one which is suitable, is currently inaccessible due to the wet
weather.

Soil stripping work planned for Oak Tree heath (to extend the heathland area)
has also had to be postponed due to the weather and lack of heather.

New planting schemes have taken place this week at farms in Redhill (1.5 ha
oak birch woodland) and Bulcote (0.9ha ash woodland) drawn up by SFT but
funded by EWGS.

Woodland management taking place at Intake Wood, Clipstone- heavy thin of
the Corsican pine to allow natural regeneration and felling of a 0.2ha coup
which will be restocked with an oak birch mix.

A number of Woodland Improvement Grants have been successful to bring
the woodlands into appropriate management.

Higher Level Scheme Farm Environment Plan (FEP) and application has
been drawn up by KS for Sherwood National Nature Reserve and is in the
final stages of approval with Natural England. This will then provide funding
for the restoration of predominantly the wood pasture.

Higher Level Scheme FEP and application has been drawn up by KS for
Sherwood Heath at Ollerton to enable extension of the heather areas,
management of the woodland and felling of some areas to revert to
heathland.

The Sherwood Nursery is how up and running at Sherwood Pines, please let
KS know if you have any ancient woodland sites/ hedgerows that it would be
possible to collect seed from to grow on.

Nic Wort (Greenwood) (Supplied to and read out by CJ) -

There are 3 schemes in the landscape challenge scheme: 6Ha of woodland
creation (both oak/birch and ash dominated), a pond recreation scheme (John
Osbourne has been consulted) and 500m of new hedgerow planting.

JMB (Chair and Notts WT) -

North Muskham lake project requires northern and eastern boundaries to be
enhanced for habitat creation, pending planning permission. This will require
input from both biodiversity and archaeology caseworkers.

34 farms in the County have adopted the ‘B&B’ for farming and bird scheme.
Hopper usage and monitoring of birds has increased. JMB is looking to
increase quantity of bird boxes on successful sites and to increase
awareness.

Blue Butterfly Scheme — still very popular and looking to include more parish-
owned land and churchyards.

Rushcliffe and Bassetlaw — Service Level Agreements have been extended.
Much work on Local Nature Reserves including the production of
management plans and the creation of Friends groups. Ongoing
management plan work for sites in Broxtowe and Gedling.

Feedback From Steering Group (CJ)

For the Access to Nature Grant, BAG is to be used as a point of contact.

JMB - 3 Cities (Nottingham, Derby & Leicester) biodiversity mapping pilot
scheme is ongoing. GIS staffs have been employed and Pilot areas have
been targeted. If all goes to plan, the methodology may be replicated across
the counties.
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13.

14.

Qutstanding Matters Arising (JMB)

None

AOB

CJ to go through the process for the elections for Chair - electronic
nominations to be submitted. Elections for Vice Chair post will also be
undertaken. It was thought that NS still the vice chair but CJ would try to see
if this was the case.

Action 25: CJ to send out a message for nominations for chair and vice
chair and ensure that this is decided before the next meeting.

Date of Next Meeting

Tuesday 29" April 2008. 14:00. Venue Chalfont Drive.
Tuesday 22™ July 2008. 14:00. Venue TBA.

Tuesday 14" October 208. 14:00. Venue TBA.



