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Biodiversity Action Group 
Awareness Sub-Group Meeting  

Minutes 
 

2pm Tuesday 23rd July 2007  
TBH  

  
 

Present:   
 

Jackie Adams    Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
Linda Davey   Women’s Institute 
Gill Grievson   Greenwood Community Forest 
Caroline Harrison  Natural England (NE) 
Paul Ibbotson   Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) & Minutes 
Chris Jackson   Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group (BAG) 
Phil Keynes    Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
Erin McDaid    Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT) & Chair 

 
1. Apologies   
 

Paul Barwick - Forestry Commission (FC); Paul Phillips - Rushcliffe Borough Council 
(RBC); Felicity Washbrook - Mansfield District Council. 

 
2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising  
 

Previous Meeting’s minutes were agreed without amendments.   
 

3. Big BAG Autumn/Winter 2007/ BioBlitz/ Future Events 
 

Big BAG 
 
EM – looking back through past discussions and minutes ‘Local Nature Reserves’ 
appears to be a popular topic for a Big BAG event.  This could be included in a 
theme of access to the countryside.   
 
GG – Mansfield was the only specific venue mentioned – Oak Tree Heath is a LNR 
and Mansfield has been doing lots of work in terms of designation of LNRs.  
 
EM – Need to consider timing of both events, BigBAG and Bioblitz in terms of 
coordination with other events/partners (Sherwood Heathland Forum, BBC 
Springwatch, Nottingham Trent University staff availability etc.). 
 
Action 1: CJ & EM to circulate to group some provisional big BAG dates.  
 
Action 2: CJ to approach Felicity Washbrook at Mansfield regarding a venue 
for the Big BAG (cc. Andy Lowe and Kira Besh) 
 
CH – suggested contacting: LL Access for All, Christina Gould; LNR officer, Emma 
Douglas, and for working with community groups Jo Lindsay could be another 
possible speaker? 
 
Topics for presentation could include – LNR’s, Problems of Illegal motor bike use, 
Access and nature conservation the conflict with ground nesting birds etc, Access for 
all, Green Infrastructure? 
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BioBlitz 
 
GG – The last BioBlitz was well planned but it could be improved by going into 
schools earlier to raise awareness, need to secure attendance to make the event 
worthwhile.  
 
JA – Suggested using Bestwood as a venue for the BioBlitz as it would fit in with a lot 
of the work planned there anyway.  
 
CJ – Rufford could also be an option as there would be a guaranteed weekend 
audience and parking would not be an issue.  
 
Action 3: CJ to find out how many people attended the previous BioBlitz.   
 
EM – some recording doesn’t suit large numbers of people and we need to take this 
into account when planning the event.  
 
Action 4: JA to explore the possibility of using Bestwood as a venue.   
 
Future Events  
 
EM – keen to use extra capacity by not having two Big BAG meetings.  
 
The possibility of an Environmental Education Practitioners meeting was raised.  
 
Action 5: CJ to email group list of Environmental Education Providers that JA 
has built up.  
 
EM – The Awareness group has a role in disseminating information/ sharing 
knowledge. The group shouldn’t feel obligated to ‘do’ extra things; instead we should 
make the best use of what we do have, the partnerships already established.  Priority 
species information should be passed onto this group so that they can pass on 
information and create county wide teaching resources with respect to these species. 

 
4. Website Update including details of events promotion 
 

CJ – updated the group on changes to the BAG website including the new hosts 
(Optima), Events Diary and the addition of the whole BAP onto the website.  
 
Action 6: CJ to talk to Optima (also Emma Kemp – NCC?) over the possibility 
of an on-line form for Events and News.  
 
It could be a useful way of drawing people into the site. 
 
Action 7: Awareness Group to check the contact details of their own 
organisations on the BAG website and make sure they have a reciprocal link 
from their websites to the BAG’s.  
 

5. Terms of Reference / Sub Group Work Plan Priorities (Inc. Priority Species) 
 

Terms of Reference  
 

EM – ToR as they stand were based on the I & M group and are a useful framework 
but would welcome feedback from the group as there is a need to widen participation 
(which doesn’t necessarily mean attending more meetings). Membership of the BAG 
doesn’t mean you have to do everything through the BAG; it is about reporting back / 
coordinating. The BAG isn’t an entity in itself, it is about partnership, sharing 
knowledge and interests, for example, producing documents that neither party could 
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have done so on their own. Where this happens it should be appropriately badged 
with the BAG logo. There is a need to move from being too concerned with the 
routine and logistics of the BAG to being more effective at promotion and awareness, 
a more strategic role when it comes to communicating our message. 
 
EM raised the question of what it means for the Awareness Group to have priority 
species if the partners are not treating them as such.  There is also the issue of BAG 
Awareness Group Chair nomination to consider. 

 
Action 8: ALL - EM would welcome any other comments from the group 
regarding the structure/ tone of the ToR.  
 
Work Plan & Priority Species 
 
BioBlitz / Coordinating the Annual Meeting / New email newsletter/ celebrating 
anniversary of the BAG. EM – keen not to just repeat work that we have already 
done so if anyone in the group has ideas then please feedback. It was also raised 
that we need to start considering how we are going to promote the 10 year BAG 
anniversary in 2008.  
 
Action 9: GG to draft a checklist of items, for example, ‘how often do you refer 
to the plan’ ‘how often do you use the BAG logo’. This will provide useful 
information from partners about the extent to which they are involved with the 
work of the BAG.  
 
Action 10: CJ & EM to establish what the priority species are with partners and 
what work they are doing with such species. 
 
EM acknowledged the importance priority species have as a promotional tool and 
engaging with the public but we need to decide what future role (if any they are going 
to have within BAG).  Should the priority species be decided by the I&M group? 
 

6. Feedback from Steering Group  
 

CJ – Updated the group on the BARS training and the latest situation regarding 
HAPS and SAPS. CJ also reported that the unhappiness with the Environment 
Agency has been raised at a regional level. There is also a conference planned to 
disseminate the implications of the Biodiversity Duty to C.E.O.s and authority 
leaders. The review of UK Habitat and Species Action Plan has not yet been ratified 
by ministers. Local Origin information – trying to get shrubs and trees of local origin – 
SFT leading on this project.  
 
Action 11: CJ to email BAG website address to Awareness subgroup members. 

 
7. Partner Updates 
 

EM – NWT looking at their events program and keen to develop joint events as 
perhaps there are too many on the calendar as it stands.  
 
Action 12: Any members of the Awareness group that would be interested in 
collaborating with the NWT on training/ species ideas/ walks and talks etc. 
should contact EM.   

 
GG – Regenerating the website; putting together a newsletter.  
 
Action 13: If partners want any news stories to appear in the newsletter, 
submissions for stories must be in by mid-August.  
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LD – giving lots of talks – 45 completed to a wide audience including gardening 
groups. EM acknowledged the important contribution of these talks as the WI 
continues to do so much to raise awareness for the BAG.  
 

8. A.O.B.  
 

EM reminded the group about the Green Guardian Awards – nominations must be in 
by 1st October 2007 with early entrants being well covered by the Evening Post.  
 
Action 14: CJ to email partners a reminder that nominations are open.  
 
LD – For the information of the group: David Charles is publishing a natural history of 
Willowby-on-the-wolds. LD was interested to see if this could be broadened to other 
parishes.  
 
Action 15: EM took the leaflet away to see if it could be used as an item in the 
e-mail newsletter.  

 
9. Next Meeting 
 
 2-4pm. Monday 24th September, Greenwood. 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 


