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Biodiversity Action Group 
Steering Group Meeting  

MINUTES 
 

2pm Thursday 6th December 2007  
The Old Ragged School, Nottingham 

14.00-17.15 
  
 

Present:  
Chris Jackson  Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group  
Gareth Broome Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) & Chair 
Nick Crouch  Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
Gemma Hallam Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) 
Janice Bradley Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT) 
Norma Saunders Sherwood Forest Trust (SFT) 
Paul Phillips  Rushcliffe Borough Council (RBC) 

 
1. Apologies   
 

Heather Stokes - NCC; Erin McDaid - NWT; Nick Tribe - Natural England (NE). 
 

 
2. Previous Minutes and Matters Arising  
 

Previous Meeting’s minutes were agreed without amendments.   
 
Black Poplar SAP   
Nick Crouch and Norman Lewis have been moving forward with the mapping of the 
native black poplar.  No work has yet been undertaken on the Black Poplar SAP. 

 
LSP training day. 
CJ to contact BAG partnership to see interest in LSP training day. 
 
Action 1: carried forward. 

   
HAP for Shingle Banks etc. Valerie has agreed to write draft for these.  JB to follow 
up when appropriate.  
 
Action 2: JB to follow up.  
 
Document outlining the benefits of BAG membership for Borough/District Councils.  
 
Action 3: Above carried forward.  

 
CJ had contacted Naturescape and despite a conversation with Brian Scarborough 
was unsure about the provenance of Naturescapes trees and shrubs (except 
Blackthorn that was from seed collected around the airstrip at Langar).  The 
Clipstone nursery now has stock but all this is committed to Karyn’s work 
programme. 
 
Chryse Tinsley had been approached with respect to laying on a training course 
specifically for her team on legally protected species, wildlife law and biodiversity.  
Despite showing interest in putting together a course for her staff earlier in the year 
Chryse was now happy to fit in with any course that may be put on by BAG.    
CJ had responded on 26th November to the EA letter indicating a commitment to 
future participation in the BAG.  CJ’s response was looking for some kind of 
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timescale to the EA’s involvement in the BAG. No response as yet had been 
received. 
 
Keith Easton had taken up the invite to address the next I and M subgroup meeting 
with a presentation about the burbot reintroduction programme. 
 

3. Biodiversity Officer update and work plan prioritisation  
 
CJ updated the group members. Significant issues were as follows. 
 
Currently the BAG is receiving no administrative support from NCC and as a result a 
large amount of time has been spent undertaking these tasks. 
 
Website developments 
 
The website has continued to be updated.  On the Events page there is now data to 
the end of December with drafts for January and February well underway.  The event 
data includes data from BAG, BTCV, NCC Country Parks, NWT, Sherwood Forest 
Community Rangers and the National Trust. It has also received information from 
Nottingham city council in the past.   
 
Keeping information up to date on the website can be time consuming although the 
task is relatively simple and with a good level of support should affect the work of the 
Biodiversity Officer very little. 

 
Updating of partner information is ongoing; since the last meeting the information and 
logo for FWAG has been updated. 

 
LBAP updates are also ongoing.  Updated information will be added as it is 
completed (new action plans are currently being written or approved - Ditches HAP 
and Black Poplar SAP, also update of the forward is being undertaken by Erin 
McDaid. 
 
LBAP update 
 
The new UKBAP habitats were presented to the last I&M subgroup meeting.  The 
current LBAP habitats cover the majority of the new habitats except Inland Rock and 
Scree habitat and Traditional Orchards.  Norma Saunders has recently agreed to 
work on an action plan for orchards with CJ in Spring 2008.  An author for Inland 
Rock and Scree habitat still needs to be found within the partnership. 

 
The new UK BAP species list has been circulated around many species experts both 
inside and outside of Nottinghamshire to ascertain which species have records for 
Nottinghamshire.  Currently the number of species present within the county is at 
145.  Some of these records are ‘post 1980’ and the group needs to decide what cut 
off date we require to include on Notts list.  BAG IandM needs to decide what to do 
next with this list at a county level. (CJ has more detail if required). 

 
JB indicted at the previous I&M meeting that Valerie Holt had agreed (without a 
working deadline) to work up action plans for the previously proposed Habitat Action 
Plans (Semi-marine environments of the upper tidal reaches of the River Trent, 
Shingle banks in the River Trent and Saline Lagoons) - proposed by EA. 

 
CJ has contacted the UKBAP website to update the LBAP listings. Contact details, 
partner details, and HAP and SAP details will all be updated. 

 
Erin to work on update of LBAP Forward when time allows. 
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BARS update 
 
The EMBF regional BARS training session (end of 2007/start of 2008) for LBAP 
partners within the East Midlands has still not been organised.  CJ passed 
information on to Warren Priest earlier in the year about the suitability of 
Brackenhurst as a venue.  At the recent LBAP coordinators meeting it was decided 
that NE would be asked to contact CJ for details of this venue.  £150 offered to the 
partnership from EMBF for the training CJ delivered earlier in 2007. 

 
CJ has visited three BAG partners (Nott’m City, Mansfield DC and Sherwood Forest 
Trust) in an attempt to get info onto BARS.  A little info has gone onto BARS but 
more info is needed.  Most partners do not have sites broken down into LBAP habitat 
(this would be very useful).  Currently reporting could be done under progress reports 
but broken down sites would add more detail – should BAG look into this. 

 
Most partners have not responded to e-mail requesting them to contact CJ with 
Actions that they feel their org can report on.  CJ believes he will have to visit 
partners individually and talk them through BARS reporting.  A meeting arranged with 
SFT but also need to arrange with other partners.  CJ also to contact Steve Clifton 
who he has been informed will be reporting on some NE actions. 

 
15 generic actions accepted by partnership since the last meeting.  Smart targets 
(Feb 2006) and generic actions now going onto BARS for those habitats with them 
(these are now titles draft plans 2007 on BARS).  Look at BARS to see the habitats 
for which this has been done. 

 
Lowland calcareous grassland 
Lowland wet grassland 
Unimproved neutral grassland (should this be neutral) 
Lowland dry acid grassland 
Lowland heathland 
Fen marsh and swamp 
Reedbed 
Eutrophic and mesotrophic standing waters 

 
CJ also to create 2007 draft plans for local woodland habitats (Oak-Birch, Ash 
Dominated and Wet Woodland) or general broadleaf woodland habitat?  CJ also 
unsure of the Parkland and Wood Pasture figures. 

 
5 habitats are yet to have targets set 

 
Canals and Associated Habitats (Deanne to work on in 2008) 
Farmland: Arable Farmland, arable field etc. 
Hedgerows: including ancient etc. 
Rivers and Streams (Anja Nonnenmacher approached - no response as yet) 
Urban 

 
Visited Adam Goodall (info onto BARS), Paul Owen and Felicity Washbrook.  First 
identified the need to breakdown sites into LBAP habitat (why then can identify which 
sites are being recorded for which habitat and to give baseline data).  Need to get 
agreement on targets that partner’s feel they can work towards. 
 
Events 
 
BigBAG went ahead at Mansfield DC’s Oak Tree Leisure Centre.  50 people 
attended from 29 organisations (24 existing BAG partners).  Presentations from 6 
speakers in the morning and site visits to two local sites in the afternoon.  Displays 
from 10 organisations.  Points of interest were the event was opened by chair of 
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Mansfield dc with positive speech on Biodiversity in the district, also talk by access to 
nature grant scheme by NE was a one-off special as NE officers have been told to 
hold off on promoting the grant scheme until spring. 

 
CJ has also provided presentations to Broxtowe Wildlife Forum and the County 
Development Control Liaison Group (Nick Crouch). 
 
Meeting and contacting partners 
 
Letter to EA expressing hope for the re-establishment of EA commitment to BAG 
partnership (26th November).  NCC high level meeting (CEO) in early December with 
EA will also raise the issue of EA involvement in the BAG. 

 
Partner meetings update and main issues raised. 
1. Groundwork Greater Nottingham - CJ brought Chrissie Tinsley’s Team up to date 
with how Biodiversity Action Planning works and the LBAP and BAG etc.  Training on 
Biodiversity, Wildlife Law and Protected Species etc. was raised and GGN expressed 
interest in sending officers to a training course but not arranging one specifically for 
themselves as previously suggested. 
2. Butterfly Conservation - CJ explained to Bill Bacon how BAG was structured and 
how previously BC had interacted with the group.  BB explained that he was looking 
at restructuring BC in East Midlands to cope with its commitments because he didn’t 
have the capacity alone to get involved at the level previously.  He hoped to 
personally keep strong ties with Notts and continue to work on the skipper project.  
Where possible he would try to get involved in BAG meetings and events.  CJ 
suggested they may be able to look at the SAP for the two skippers in 2008 once Bill 
had found his feet. 
3. Ashfield Ranger Service - CJ met three of the team of four and explained to them 
about Biodiversity Action Planning and how they could feed into it.  They had not 
been approached for sometime and were happy to be included.  CJ invited them to 
future BAG meetings and BigBAG and talked about reporting on BARS.  Team 
appeared demoralized due to restructure. 
4. South Notts Bat Group - CJ attended an evening meeting to briefly explain to the 
group about Biodiversity Action Planning, the LBAP and the BAG.  He also talked 
about the possibility of working with both BAT groups in the near future about the 
possibility of setting smart targets?  
5. Nott©m City Council - CJ met with Paul Owen.  PO was well aware of BAG and 
biodiversity action planning.  Main focus of the meeting was PO explaining the 
structure of the city nature conservation team and BARS. 

 
Communication between partners 
 
A message relating to the second BAG e-newsletter has been sent around the BAG 
partners and currently three responses have been received.   A reminder will be sent 
before the deadline - 18th December. 

  
BAG Budget 
 
CJ has met with Laura McCreedy who is the new NCC finance officer dealing with 
Conservation & Country Parks budgets.  The budgets have been simplified to one 
account to cover all BAG expenditure and income and a second account (the ledger 
account) will be kept to ensure monies can be carried over from one year to another.  
Currently there is enough money in the budget to fulfil CJ contract to the end of 
March 2009.  Expenditure this year has been for website hosting etc. by Optima and 
Big BAG catering by Rumbles.  Possible £150 income for BARS training from EMBF.  
£1250 to be used for Biodiversity Duty promotion (see Item 8) will come into and go 
out of the BAG budget before end of March 2008. 
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Future Work Programmed 
 

·  Ensure that work on BARS is prioritized and that partners are assisted with there 
attempts to get information onto BARS - HIGH PRIORITY. 

·  Arrange a date and venue for Bioblitz (next year?) and begin to get commitments 
from organisations to support the event - HIGH PRIORITY 

·  Produce the e-newsletter to go out around the partnership. 
·  Continue updating the BAG website - ongoing and continue to meet BAG 

partners and tidy up contact details 
·  Finalise list of species present in Notts that are on the UKBAP species list. 
·  Chase up MOA with Nick Tribe. 

 
4. Biodiversity Action Reporting System 

 
Covered in item 3 

 
5. Election of Chair 

 
CJ to e-mail steering group for nominations.  CJ also to contact NT to see if he would 
be interested in taking on this role (he had shown interest in the past). 

 
6. 3 Cities Biodiversity opportunity mapping pilot 

 
JB explained a little bit about this biodiversity opportunity for Notts.  As part of the 
large scale proposed developments on the 3 cities growth point area (Nottingham, 
Derby and Leicester) there will be some green infrastructure mapping undertaken.  
Currently it is porposed to undertake three pilot mapping areas to check the 
methodology is suitable (Charnwood, Erewash Valley and Rushcliffe).  Consultation 
on this methodology will take place until January 08.   
 
The resulting mapping will be a very important tool and will help to inform planners in 
the 3 cities area (this covers most of South Notts) and should help to ensure that 
aspirational targets for biodiversity are included as part of the planning process. 

 
7. Access to Nature - Funding Opportunities   

 
CJ highlighted that the new grant scheme was a good opportunity for biodiversity 
improvements in the county and that partnership bids for funding would be looked on 
favourably.  As a result CJ suggested that BAG be used as a vessel for partners to 
exchange information with respect to their proposed bids so that all partners could 
get involved if they were interested. 
 
Action 4: All partners to keep BAG up to date with their proposed bids to the 
Access to Nature Grant. 
 

8. Biodiversity Duty - Production and Dissemination of Information Locally 
 
The EMBF are leading on a series of events to promote the Biodiversity Duty within 
the East Midlands.  The event will involve a number of seminars around the region 
that will promote the duty with a number of skilled speakers on the subject.  LBAPs 
have been asked to attend the relevant seminar to help support the event and give a 
local contact point for those attending.  The events will be aimed at all LA’s in the 
East Midlands/Notts and CEO and Elected members will be invited from each. 
 
In addition to this the EMBF will be putting together an insert leaflet to add to the 
Wildlife Trusts leaflet on the Biodiversity Duty ‘local authority services and 
biodiversity’.  The insert will concentrate on examples in the East Midlands where 
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LA’s are taking effective action on Biodiversity.  A second leaflet aimed at Parish 
councils and the biodiversity duty is also going to be produced by the EMBF. 
 
In addition to this the East Midlands Biodiversity Forum have a second wave of 
funding that will be made available to LBAPs to continue to promote the Biodiversity 
Duty within local authorities in the LBAP area.  This promotion could be in any form 
and will be up to the county LBAP to decide.     
 
After discussion it was decided that a training event on the Biodiversity Duty and 
Wildlife Planning could be delivered as an initial response by the BAG.  CJ, JB, NC 
and NT would get together after the next BAG I and M subgroup to discuss the 
format of the event. 
 
Action 5: CJ to arrange planning meeting with all above after January I and M 
subgroup meeting. 

 
9. Biodiversity Officer Contract / MOA 

 
After announcing 1 further year of Biodiversity Funding, NE have a new proposed 
MOA that they would like LBAP partnerships to sign with them.  CJ does not yet have 
a final version of this document and will chase NT to get a copy.  Some aspects of 
the document that are currently unclear include the number of partners that will sign 
the agreement with NE, the agreement will be for 3 years but NE only have funding 
for 1 year.  Will the funding from other partners be expected to cover 1 year or 3 
years?   
 
Action 6: CJ to contact NT to find out more and try to move towards signing 
the new MOA. 

 
10. Update from the Implementation and Monitoring Subgroup 

 
JB updated the group on the main areas of work for this subgroup.  (for more detail 
see the minutes from the last I&M subgroup meeting on 16th October 2007 for more 
details). 

 
11. Update from the Awareness Subgroup 

 
CJ updated the group on the main areas of work for this subgroup.  (for more detail 
see the minutes from the last Awareness subgroup meeting on 8th November 2007 
for more details). 

 
12. AOB 

 
none 
  

11. Date of Next Meetings 
 

2.00pm Thursday 13th March 
The Sherwood Room, Trent Bridge House, West Bridgford 
 
2.00pm Thursday 12th June 
TBA 
 
2.00pm Thursday 18th September 
TBA 
 
2.00pm Thursday 4th December 
TBA 


