Biodiversity Action Group
Steering Group Meeting
MINUTES

10pm Tuesday 11" September 2007
Civic Centre, West Bridgford
10.00-12.00

Present:

Gareth Broome Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) & Chair
Nick Crouch Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC)

Gemma Hallam Nottinghamshire County Council (NCC) & Minutes
Chris Jackson Nottinghamshire Biodiversity Action Group (BAG)
Erin McDaid Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust (NWT)

Paul Phillips Rushcliffe Borough Council

Nick Tribe Natural England (NE)

Apologies

Janice Bradley — NWT; Norma Saunders - Sherwood Forest Trust (SFT); Heather
Stokes - NCC.

Previous Minutes and Matters Arising

Previous Meeting’s minutes were agreed without amendments.

Black Poplar SAP

PP to lead with support from JB. Black Poplar information was shared between
Janice Bradley, Nick Crouch, Adam Goodall and Chris Jackson at a pre-meeting to
the BAG | and M meeting in July. Information passed onto PP.

CJ to organise funding meeting & new email newsletter.

Carry forward funding meeting, see Biodiversity Officer update- communication
between partners for latest on E-newsletter.

LSP training day.

Post I&M sub group meeting between CJ, JB and NC discussed format and
possibility of a training day

Action 1: CJ to contact BAG partners about interest in a training day.

BAG website
See Biodiversity Officer update

CJ to email | & M Group to finalise copy of Planted Coniferous Woodland HAP.
CJ sent out collated comments and received second set of comments.

Action 2: CJ to put final version on the website and email BAG partners to let
them know its location.

EM suggested that this could be a good opportunity to publicise the new HAP.
JB to approach Valerie Holt to write HAP for Shingle Banks etc.

Action 3: Carry forward.

Issue of data protection with BAG partners.
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Action 4: CJ intends to send out an e-mail to BAG partners to inform them of
the situation regarding data protection and how their details may be used by
the BAG partnership. CJ working with Gemma Hallam on this.

Document outlining the benefits of BAG membership for Borough/District Councils.

Action 5: Carried forward. CJ to send a draft of the document around the
Steering Group.

Meeting with Planning Officers to discuss the role of biodiversity and NERC duty.
Action 6: CJ and NC to address Planning officers on Friday 21°' Sept.

CJ to contact past CAW patrticipants to inform them of training and events on the
BAG website.
Completed

Local provenance seed/tree suppliers.
CJ contacted Naturescape but so far has received no reply.

Action 7: CJ to follow up and to contact other suppliers (National forest, Alba
Trees and Mila Trees).

Groundwork Grt Nottingham - Biodiversity awareness course.
CJ to address Chryse Tinsley and her team on 1* October.

Action 8: CJ to find out how interested Groundwork may be in regional training
on Legally Protected Species, Wildlife Law and Biodiversity.

Environment Agency LBAP contribution.

CJ has again raised concerns with the EMBF about the level of EA support for the
Nottinghamshire LBAP. Since this time NBAG has received a letter of apology and a
commitment for future participation in the Notts LBAP from the EA.

Action 9: CJ to respond to the letter to try to find out when EA will be able to
partake in the LBAP in the future?

Keith Easton and Burbot.

Keith had responded to NBAG and CJ replied with link to IUCN website and
information required. CJ invited KE to give a presentation at a future | and M
meeting.

CJ to put appendices on website.
Completed

Need to look at a standardised format for News and Events on the BAG website.
See Biodiversity Officer update

CJ to email Ingrid Green for the Natural England logo for the BAG website links

page.
Completed

Parking for BARS training
Completed



Generic HAP Actions
CJ has circulated these amongst the Sherwood Habitats Group and will continue to
work upon putting lowland heathland on BARS with the group.

Biodiversity Duty

Regional assembly sit on the EMBF and have given their support to the Biodiversity
Duty Event for CEO’s. CJ has also sent an e-mail of the comments made by the
NBAG Steering group at the previous NBAG Steering Group meeting to the EMBF to
assist them with preparations for the CEO& Biodiversity Duty event.

Reviewed UK Habitat and Species Action Plans.
See Biodiversity Officer update

AOB CJ and NT meeting with NBGRC.
NT suggested rearranging this meeting for October.

Biodiversity Officer update and work plan prioritisation

CJ updated the group members. Significant issues were as follows.

Website developments

The website has continued to be updated. On the Events page there is now data to
the end of October with drafts for November and December well underway. The
event data has increased to include data from Sherwood Community Rangers and
the National Trust. The main difficulty is altering the format of the information into a
format to allow it to be uploaded onto the website (time consuming). In addition
getting information from partners can involve a lot of chasing the information.

Action 10: CJ to email BAG members about event info and about the format
that partners provide their events to BAG.

Action 11: CJ to contact website hosts about monitoring the number of hits.

Updating of partner information is ongoing; in past few weeks NE info has been
updated along with new link and logo. More updates to partner info to come.

Action 12: CJ and GH to update partner info.

LBAP updates are also ongoing. Updated information will be added as it is
completed (new action plans are currently being written or approved - Planted
Coniferous HAP Ditches HAP and Black Poplar SAP, also update of the forward is
being undertaken by Erin McDaid).

Action 13: CJ to add Planted Coniferous HAP to website.

LBAP update

The Ditches HAP draft has been circulated for comment through the whole
partnership. Responses were requested by the 31% August and 2 have been
received.

Action 14: CJ should circulate the draft (with changes made) to BAG partners
and point them in the direction of areas where more information is required.

The new UK HAPS and SAPS have been adopted by government ministers. CJ to
circulate the species lists around the partnership to find out which of the new national
species are present within Notts.



Action 15: CJ to identify new UKSAP and UKHAP species and habitats present
in Notts by contacting specialist BAG members about species and habitat
information.

CJ still needs to contact the UKBAP website to update the LBAP listings. Awaiting
info on new HAPS and SAPS (EA led plans - Valerie Holt).

Erin working on update of LBAP.

BARS update

BARS training has been rolled out across the NBAG partnership with three sessions
held at Rushcliffe’s Civic Centre — many thanks to RBC & Paul Phillips (Wed 11"
July, Wed 18™ July and Thur 19" July). The three sessions trained a total of 20
people (two people booked on the course were unable to make the training). An
informal training session has also been given during August to a member of the GCF
staff team - after they requested this - and also a further training day on the 4"
September for the NWT conservation team (5 people trained).

In total 25 people from 14(16) NBAG partner organisations are now trained in the
county.

There has been no news from EMBF on the development of a further regional BARS
training (CJ has previously passed on details of using brakenhurst as a training
venue) session (end of 2007/start of 2008) for LBAP partners within the East
Midlands. CJ to keep NBAG partners up to date with latest news as he receives it.

Data Inputting on BARS: CJ has updated the Sherwood’s Habitats Group Meeting
(16™ Aug pm) about the BARS training that had been delivered across the county.

CJ intends to visit many of the heathland habitat partners when time allows to answer
a set of questions and to start getting information into BARS.
- Can partners report against the generic actions drawn up by NT and CJ. If so
which ones do you think you and your org can report against?
Which heathland sites does your org work on?
Does your org work with partners on any of these site — if yes which sites and
which partners?
Within your own organization who is best placed to report on a particular
action (could be more than one officer)?
How do we define habitat type?

Action 16: CJ to work with BAG partners to begin to input data on BARS for the
lowland heathland HAP.

Events

The Awareness group met in July and work has started towards arranging a Big BAG
meeting for 2007. The date that has proved most popular so far is Tuesday 20™
November. CJ spoken to Felicity Washbrook about using Oak Tree Leisure Centre
and they have space for 50. Need to check on availability of venue for the date and
then chase up potential speakers. Still in early stages.

The Steering group suggested a number of potential speakers

Action 17: CJ to confirm venue and contact some potential speakers to find out
availability.



Meeting and contacting partners

Partner meetings update and main issues raised.

Groundwork Cresswell - explained the LBAP process to Gwk team and talked to
them about working Biodiversity into their schemes. Explained the structure of the
BAG and encouraged them to attend Big BAG, and sub-group meetings where
relevant.

Newark & Sherwood DC - met Kathy Wimble with Nick Crouch. KW informed us that
N&S planning have been asked to lead on the Biodiversity role within the authority.
KW is trying to ensure that a new post is created to cover this role.

CJ contacted Center Parcs, Sherwood Forest Country Park, Rufford Country Park,
Nottingham City Council, Notts Birdwatchers, FWAG, Notts Birdwatchers, Butterfly
Conservation, South Notts Bat Group and | am awaiting meetings to take place or
dates to be arranged.

CJ has partner meetings arranged in September & October to meet with Groundwork
Greater Nottingham and Ashfield Ranger Service.

Communication between partners

A message relating to the e-newsletter idea has been sent amongst the BAG
partners and currently six responses have been received. A reminder will be sent
before the deadline - 21% September.

Future Work Programmed

Ensuring that the Lowland Heathland Action Plan is active on BARS and that
it is ready to input data on and all the major partners are doing so asap -
HIGH PRIORITY.

Arrange speakers and venue for the BIG BAG - HIGH PRIORITY.

Continue updating the BAG website - ongoing and continue to meet BAG
partners and tidy up contact details

Arrange date for Bioblitz (next year?) and begin to get commitments from
organisations to support the event

Circulate new UK priority species amongst partners and find out status of all
in Notts

Arrange meeting with Janice Bradley for LSP training day

Update From Implementation And Monitoring Sub Group

NC updated the group members. Significant issues were as follows.

BARS training is ongoing with 10 people trained so far, it has been established that
participation by all partners is necessary to make it work because it will only be as
good as the data imputed.

The HAPs and SAPs were awaiting ministerial approval at the time of the meeting.
The fact that these plans would need to be looked at from a Nottinghamshire
perspective was brought up and thought to be important.

Notts HAPs — it has been established that the baseline is incomplete and the
partners of the meeting have agreed to work together in order to fill the gaps.



Priority species and habitats - unfortunately there was no update in the kingfisher
because Paul Owen was unable to make the meeting. The biodiversity lead
restoration of Annesley tip has now been agreed.

Update from the Awareness Subgroup

EM updated the group members. Significant issues were as follows.

Big BAG — local nature reserves was highlighted as a good idea to be involved in big
BAG. Mansfield was the only specific venue that was mentioned.

Bio Bliz — the attendance for this event could be raised by visiting schools
beforehand to get them involved. Bestwood was suggested as a good venue due to
its proximity to useful sites and the fact that it would fit in with some events that have
already been planned.

Do We Want A Notts BAG Mega Project

Several topics for a mega project were raised these were
Hedgerows
Magnesium limestone
Hay meadow restoration
The blue butterfly scheme
The group were interested in looking at the possibilities
finding a project that was already under way and helping to develop it through
the partnership and a funding bid
attempting a community project that would be focused on biodiversity
promotion and possibly easier to raise funding for (survey etc.)
finding a landscape scale sized project (such as the Erewash)

The subject of funding for the project was a big issue, long term projects although
arguably more worthwhile are notoriously difficult to fund because of the timescale
involved in the restoration and associated time before any benefits are complete.
Community based projects although usually easier to fund often don’'t have the
lasting benefits such as long term awareness raising and restoration of a rare area.

Action 18: CJ to look at raising funding for projects and any contributions that
could be made by partners and possibly speak to a consultant about raising
funding.

Action 19: CJ to speak to lan Butterfield about Hedgerows.

A.O0.B

The next meeting will be moved to Thursdays.

Date Of Next Meeting

2.00pm Thursday 6™ December
The Old Ragged School



