
Notts BAG E-Newsletter . 
 
Notts Biodiversity Action Group, Chris Jackson. chris.jackson@nottscc.gov.uk 
 
Welcome to the April addition of the NBAG e-newsletter.  Firstly I would like to thank everyone 
who has taken the time to write a few paragraphs about the latest news relating to their 
organisations’  work projects.  It is good to see that there is so much interest in the newsletter and 
that different partners are coming forward each time to submit short articles about their work. 
 
In recent months there has been a lot of work undertaken by the BAG to promote Section 40 of 
the Natural Environments and Rural Communities Act 2006 or the ‘Biodiversity Duty’ .  The 
legislation covers all areas of local authority services where they impact upon Biodiversity, 
whether that is locally or globally.  The BAG’s work has focused on the promotion of the 
legislation amongst local authorities in Nottinghamshire.  If you would like to find out more 
about the duty have a look at the news section of the BAG website where you will find a link to 
Defra guidance.  (www.nottsbag.org.uk). 
 
Organisation for the Bioblitz event to be held at Rufford Country Park on Friday 11th and 
Saturday 12th July is now well underway.  A working group made up of representatives from nine 
of the BAG partner organisations is meeting regularly.  Currently the preparation is focusing on 
promotional activities and the recruitment of volunteers.  If you are able to help with putting up 
event posters or circulating fliers please contact me.  The working group are still seeking the 
support of more volunteers on the day and we will always welcome the assistance of more species 
specialists. 
 
Can I remind you all that this year is a UK wide reporting round for all UKBAP lead partners and 
LBAP partnerships.  The UK wide reporting years are very important as the information gained 
allows for an assessment of progress against the UKBAP priority species and habitats.  For this 
reason it is important that your organisation reports all of its outputs so that the progress can 
include all local actions.  If you are currently not using BARS and would like help with setting 
your organisation up for BARS reporting, then please feel free to contact me. 
 
Since the last newsletter, two new action plans have joined the list of local HAP’s (Habitat Action 
Plan) and SAP’s (Species Action Plan).  After a few circulations around the partnership and 
minor alterations to both action plans, we now have a new HAP for Ditches and a new SAP for 
Deptford Pink.  Many thanks to John Ellis at the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust and Nick 
Crouch at Notts County Council for their help with this. 
 
Finally, thanks to information passed to the BAG by 
Sheila Wright and John Osborne, Nottinghamshire has 
been fortunate to benefit this spring from NARRS 
training.  The National Amphibian and Reptile 
Recording Scheme was set up in 2007 and last year 
managed to recruit over 1000 volunteers from across 
the country.  This year Nottinghamshire was fortunate 
enough to take advantage of the opportunity to host a 
training event run by the Herpetological Conservation 
Trust.  Briefly, the day involved training in the field 
survey skills needed to identify amphibians and 
reptiles and as a result of the training it is hoped that 



most of the participants will be able to start recording herptiles across the county and reporting 
their findings to both NARRS and the Biological Records Centre at Wollaton Hall. As a result of 
a high demand (over 40 people) an extra day of training had to be arranged.  Both days (Saturday 
19th and Sunday 20th April) were hosted at Rufford Country Park (a BAG partnership 
organisation) and involved site visits across the county. 
 
For those of you who were unable to input into the newsletter this time around please take the 
opportunity to make a contribution next time around.  The newsletter is a chance for partners to 
inform other working in Nature Conservation locally about the work that they are implementing 
on the ground.  It is also a chance for organisations and individuals to share ideas, discuss best 
practice, and most importantly, encourage dialogue between the BAG partners.  
Best Wishes to you all. 
Chris Jackson 
 
Bestwood Country Park. bestwood.country.park@nottscc.gov.uk 
 
More, smaller heathland areas have been established around the park as well as continuing with 
management of established heaths. All of the new heathland establishment within the park is on a 
small scale with a view to try to create a mosaic effect within BCP with the heathland areas 
linking up to one another. Materials from the already established heaths need to be thinned out & 
managed & thus provide a sustainable source of plants & seeds for use in creation of the new 
heathland areas. 
 
Thinning of the plantation areas around the Mill Lakes has continued this season. The trees 
around there were planted in the late 70’s early 80’s & have now reached a size were thinning has 
become necessary as part of its management. Hopefully, this will not only improve the 
biodiversity, quality & structure of the woodland, but also to improve the aesthetics of it. Much of 
the work has been carried out with the assistance of our regular Sunday & Monday volunteer 
teams. The continued aim is to thin out in pockets & also to scatter the woodland floor with 
wildflower seed gathered from other parts of the park.  
 
Another notable task carried out by our regular volunteers was to build 3 tree enclosures on the 
horse pasture adjacent to Bestwood Lodge Drive. These now house 3 of the 50 or so standard 
oaks purchased by Gedling Borough Council. The aim was to plant the trees so that in the fullness 
of time they will mature & replace the existing veteran Parkland trees. They were planted within 
the enclosures to protect them from damage by the grazing horses. 
 
Our current Duke of Edinburgh volunteers have carried out a number of useful conservation tasks 
on site. One of these was to dig out & create permanent wet scrapes around the dipping ponds. 
The reason was twofold, to increase biodiversity & to put a stop to the regular bonfires that local 
youths were having down there. This seems to have been a successful project so far. No signs of 
fire have been detected around the area, the scrapes are holding water & already vegetation has 
started to grow!  
 
We have also had visits from some Trent University students. The student union has a branch 
dedicated to offering their voluntary services in the community. All new students are encouraged 
to take part & they have chosen to do their bit in BCP for the second year running! This year 
during their volunteering sessions they fenced off a test plot area on Parkside Pasture. As part of 
its management regime, this area of acid grassland is currently grazed by the Wildlife Trust’s 
Hebridean sheep. The test plot will enable us to monitor the effect of grazing on the sward. In the 
woodland the students also built various types of habitat stacks from timber which had been 



felled during works carried out on dangerous trees. The stacks were along one of the main paths 
on the park so not only provide habitat for many numbers of invertebrates, birds & mammals, but 
also provide a point of interest & education for park visitors. 
 
Our hedgelaying courses have continued this season & have proved so popular that next season 
we are going to increase the number of them we provide. This enables us to improve the structure 
of our hedges & increase their biodiversity. It also enables us to educate members of the public as 
to why hedgerows are so important. It encourages them to plant more hedges & have a go at 
laying them. 
 
We have also had a number of trees planted this season by some community groups. As part of 
one of their New Year festivals, a Jewish community group came out & planted approx 50 native 
trees in an area where some sycamore clearance had been carried out. Also a Muslim community 
group, who had obtained a grant through the Woodland Trust, came out & planted 100 trees 
including an oak standard. This was done to further improve the biodiversity of Khalsa Wood, an 
area of woodland in BCP that had already been  improved by input from the Sikh community 
who had originally adopted the area. 
 
British Dragonfly Society, David Goddard. david.goddard8@ntlworld.com 
 
Following recent DNA research carried out in the U.S of A. on Sympetrum species of dragonfly 
(Darters) there is compelling evidence from the DNA that Common Darter Sympetrum striolatum 
and Highland Darter Sympetrum nigrescens are in fact the same species but one has more black 
coloration. There are two more DNA studies being carried out within the UK with the same aim 
of trying to establish if they are the same or different species. 
 
The British Dragonfly Society (BDS) is launching the recording for the new atlas and more from 
April this year and I will find out more at the Recorders Day on the 12th April. In the mean time 
check the BDS web site for more details www.dragonflysoc.org.uk. As county recorder for 
dragonflies can I please encourage you all to send me your records. 
 
British Waterways, Deanne Gow. Deanne.Gow@britishwaterways.co.uk 
 
British Waterways are planning projects for the forthcoming year. In Nottinghamshire these 
include mink control, spraying Japanese Knotweed, woodland management, and invertebrate 
surveys, with water vole habitat works and crayfish surveys planned for other counties. We have 
received a grant from the Waterways Trust to carry out habitat management for amphibians and 
reptiles at one of our former dredging tips. Hedgelaying has been carried out on a small section of 
the Chesterfield Canal. While this has biodiversity benefits in itself, it also opened up a large area 
along the towpath which negated the need to carry out bank repairs in a known water vole habitat. 
 
Farming Wildlife Advisory Group FWAG, Leslie Sharpe. 
lesley.sharpe@fwag.org.uk 
 
A big part of our work continues to be supporting farmers entering the Higher Level Scheme 
(HLS).  A scheme that has recently been accepted is by the River Trent and includes creating wet 
grassland for breeding waders.  The hope in particular is to encourage curlew that are known to 
nest nearby.  This farm also contains a lot of lovely species rich hedgerows that were good to 
survey and get protected under HLS. 
 



We have also been involved in the Catchment Sensitive Farming Project on the River Poulter that 
was aimed at protecting the special interest of the Welbeck Great Lake SSSI and the Clumber 
Park SSSI as well as the wider catchment of the Poulter.  FWAG’s work on the project has 
involved increasing awareness within farming of the issues associated with land management in 
river catchments and how farming can make a positive contribution; this was done through farm 
visits and special events.  As result of this we have submitted 2 HLS schemes in Clumber Park 
and are progressing two more in the catchment both with grass land by the River Poulter. 
 
Clumber Park, National Trust, Stuart Chapell. stuart.chappell@nationaltrust.org.uk 
 
Addressing the owl housing cr isis. The National Trust at Clumber Park have started a three year 
project with the Prince’s Trust to give disadvantaged young people, aged fourteen to thirty, from 
Mansfield, Retford and Worksop the opportunity to develop new skills. The Princes Trust 
supported 37,900 young people last year. Of those, 73% moved into work, education or training. 
Programmes are run to encourage young people to take responsibility for themselves – helping 
them build the life they choose rather than the one they’ve ended up with. 
 
Around one in five young people in the UK are not in work, education or training. Youth 
unemployment costs the UK economy £10 million a day in lost productivity, while youth crime 
costs £1 billion every year. The aim of this three year project is to give practical and financial 
support to local, confidence, motivation and self-esteem. This will enable them to move into 
work, education or training. 
 
One of the first projects to be undertaken this year, in conjunction with Nottinghamshire Fire and 
Rescue Service, was the construction of nest boxes for barn owls. Britain’s barn owl population 
has halved in the last fifty years.  The reasons for this decline include loss of habitat and nesting 
sites due to modern farming techniques and climate change.  On Clumber the idea of the project 
is to give these magnificent birds a helping hand by putting nest boxes up in suitable sites to 
hopefully increase the number of nesting pairs at the property in the future.   
 
The project started when members of The Princes Trust Bassetlaw Team 5 met Clumber’s 
Countryside Manager Stuart Chappell and Careership Warden Lisa Booker, Stuart and Lisa 
highlighted to the Team the importance of nest box provision for owls and talked about how the 
Team could help. At the presentation the Team had an opportunity to get up close and personal 
with the owl thanks Kilton Hill Pet Rescue and Raptor Centre. Our thanks go to the rescue centre 
that brought the barn owls to meet the Team. 
 
Members of the Team decided to help the National Trust and raised funds to buy the materials 
needed to build five nest boxes by helping out in the Worksop branch of Sainsbury’s.  Once funds 
had been raised and materials purchased, making the boxes took five days with members of the 
team gaining an opportunity to develop new construction skills; gain an insight into the 
conservation work of the National Trust, and at the same time improve their team working skills.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Greenwood Community Forest Team, Gill Grievson. greenwood@nottscc.gov.uk 
 
Greenwood Awards at Rufford. It©s time to nominate any volunteers or Friends group who you 
would like to see given an extra pat on the back at the annual Greenwood Community Awards 
Ceremony and barbecue. This year the event will be held at Rufford Country Park in the marquee 
at the Abbey (subject to flooding!) It will take place 
on Thursday 19th June starting at 6:30 pm with a sumptuous barbecue provided by social 
enterprise, Rumbles Catering. This is followed by a presentation by the Chair of the Friends of 
Greenwood Community Forum of all the good work carried out by volunteers and groups over 
the last year, with awards for outstanding contribution in 10 categories. So, if you would like to 
brighten someone©s day by recognising their hard work, then contact the Greenwood Team for a 
simple nomination form on 01623 827323 or email 
greenwood@ nottscc.gov.uk. The deadline for nominations is 16 May. 
 
Mansfield District Council, Felicity Washbrook. fwashbrook@Mansfield.gov.uk 
 
A management plan for King George V has been completed by the Sherwood Forest Trust, which 
covers the out of play areas of the golf course. There are several simple alterations in 
management which will lead to an expansion of the important lowland heathland and acid 
grassland communities on site. Funding from the Racecourse and Newgate Lane Neighbourhood 
Management Team made it possible to carry out two days of habitat management by BTCV at 
Racecourse Park SINC. This project included gorse coppicing and bare ground creation within 
the lowland heathland and acid grassland. The fungi survey at Maun Valley Park has revealed 39 
species throughout the site. Four less common/ rare species were found along with more common 
species and several management recommendations have been suggested which will be taken 
into consideration when re-writing the sites management plan. As part of the Sherwood Initiative 
funding, an invertebrate survey will be taking place at Oak Tree Heath SSSI and LNR this 
summer. The aim of the survey is to provide baseline data and provide management 
recommendations as necessary. Also at Oak Tree Heath, the lowland heathland expansion project 
will be starting this year which will involve the removal of top soil, heather brash spreading, 
lizard hibernaculum creation and woodland management. We are starting a programme at 
Titchfield Park with King Edward School called ‘TGI Friday’  where the children will take part in 
environmental educational activities at the sites such as composting. This will be in partnership 
with the Maun Conservation Group, who have already installed a bird box and web cam within 
the school grounds. 
 
Nottinghamshire Birdwatchers, David Parkin. bluethroat@btinternet.com 
 
MAPPING NOTTINGHAMSHIRE’S BIRDS: AN EXCELLENT START 

March 2008, and the first winter season of the Atlas is complete.  Time to take stock of where we 
are, both nationally and in Nottinghamshire.  The BTO Atlas Newsletter for February 2008 
(which can be viewed on the Notts Birders website http://www.nottsbirders.net) reports that 
12,000 tetrads have been visited and 24 million birds recorded.  Locally, we have also done 
extremely well: far better than we hoped and a super springboard for the rest of the project. 

There are 550 tetrads in Notts and we have four years to complete the field work.  The tetrads 
cross a variety of sites from city centres through the suburbs, to villages and the rural expanses of 
the county.  Within these sites, there are: woodlands (both conifer and deciduous), parks, gardens, 
lakes, gravel pits, rivers, heaths and farmland.  Every tetrad has to be visited, surveyed and 
recorded.  It is a daunting prospect, but there are about 400 members of the Notts Birdwatchers, 



almost 100 BTO members, hundreds of RSPB members, plus members of wildlife groups.  
Anyone can play a part – from simply recording the birds that come into their gardens (believe it 
or not, these are ‘ roving records’ ) to detailed timed visits to tetrads across the county.  Copies of 
the forms for roving records and timed tetrads can be downloaded from the Nottinghamshire 
Birdwatchers website, or you can ask for copies to be mailed to you.  We prefer the former to 
save postage! 

According to the BTO records, by 1 April 2008, 147 Notts tetrads had received timed (winter) 
visits, and 131 of these had been visited twice.  That’s a quarter of the county.  But, it’s better 
than this.  We know that there are some observes who have not entered their results directly onto 
the BTO web site, but have transcribed them onto paper forms for BTO entry.  We are not sure 
how many of these there are, but the BTO Regional Representative (Lynda Milner) thinks that it 
may be between 60 and 80.  If we take the lower figure, it will still mean that over 200 tetrads 
have received timed visits: almost 40% of the county!  This is excellent and a similar effort next 
year will see us over three quarters of the way to complete coverage.  The final two years can be 
used to fill in the gaps. 

We have produced a Notts Newsletter that can also be found on the Birders website; this shows 
that we are already beginning to get a picture of where our birds are in winter.  There are maps 
showing different species: House Sparrow, Blackbird, Skylark, Meadow Pipit and Oystercatcher. 
The first two are ‘common’  garden birds, though Blackbird is much more widespread. Similarly, 
Meadow Pipit is more widely distributed than Skylark in winter. Oystercatcher is pretty rare in 
Notts during the winter, being restricted to a few gravel pit sites.  No doubt there will be many 
more recorded during the summer.  Finally (and perhaps less seriously), despite the efforts of 
conservation agencies across the county to recreate the lowland heath that used to be so extensive, 
we still have no Red Grouse in Notts! 

Recording the breeding birds starts in April, and again this again will be a combination of timed 
and roving visits. 

Timed tetrads are vitally important to allow us to estimate the relative abundance of our birds 
across the county.  If you now think that you can help with timed tetrads, it is not too late.  There 
is no reason why recording a tetrad has to begin in winter.  You can start the field work in April 
and continue it through until next February.  Have a look at the BTO website to see which tetrads 
are still available and make your choice – or ask Lynda and she will direct you towards a square 
near where you live.  I say ‘square’  in the singular, but there is no reason why you have to do 
only one!  And remember that you only have to visit the tetrad four times: you do not have to 
return every year. 

Roving records are especially important during the breeding season.  Those of us who are doing 
tetrads cannot expect to connect with every species that is breeding in a square.  Some species are 
shy or secretive and easily missed.  Others like owls, Nightjars, Woodcock need special visits at 
night.  There is the added bonus of having to record the state of breeding for each species in each 
tetrad.  The criteria are as follows, and there is space on the forms for these details: 

It is obviously important for us to confirm breeding for as many species as possible in as many 
tetrads as possible.  So, please keep every record and submit them either  on line or  as paper  
copies to the BTO. 

 
 
 
 
 



NCC Country Parks & Conservation & Section Unit phil.kimbrey@nottscc.gov.uk 
 
Teversal Track, Teversal Trails LNR 
 
In February of this year a select band of 
Notts CC conservation staff as well as a 
Sherwood Forest Community Ranger 
joined members of The Erewash 
Countryside volunteers to carry out 
some targeted coppicing works on The 
Teversal Trails network. The main 
reason for the task was to try to recreate 
the habitat that once existed here, and 
favoured by the red hemp nettle, a UK 
BAP species, last recorded on the 
network 10 years ago, and apparently 
the only Notts site for this plants. Only 
time will tell if we have been successful in our endeavours. If we have been unable to encourage 
the reappearance of this particular plant, other plant species can only be the benefactors, so all in 
all a job well done! 
In addition to the above benefits it was a great opportunity for all concerned to get out of the 
office & to network with other people with similar interests & goals, and do you know what? 
I think we should do it again sometime! 
 
Willow Pollarding at Tippings Wood LNR 
 

In February of this year, as 
part of the management plan 
for the site, a number of 
willows were pollarded in 
the area close to the pond; 
further willows and alder 
will also be coppiced by 
The Friends of Tippings 
Wood on a rotation cycle. 
The area attracts numbers of 
Garden Warbler & some 
Willow Tit too. The pond 
itself at the start of April 
was a mass of breeding 
toads, in addition to some 
juveniles, far too young to 
breed but obviously still 
keen to get in a little 

practice! 
 
 
 
 
 



Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.  emcdaid@nottswt.co.uk 
 
Summer Wildlife Events Guide Out Now - and in full colour! 
The Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust’s What’s On Events Guide for May – August 2008 is now 
available and is packed with wildlife walks, family activities, reserve open days, loads of 
volunteering opportunities and much more, leaving no excuse to get out and enjoy the spring and 
summer sunshine with the Wildlife Trust.  Thanks to the generous support from the Ryedale and 
Wilde Group - the latest members of the Wildlife Guardians Corporate Support Scheme. The 
guide is now in full colour.  
  
The new edition includes details of almost 90 separate events plus all the information you need to 
take part in dozens of regular workdays on nature reserves. All our events are open to the public 
and many are organised by the charity’s local volunteer groups which are spread across the 
county so you don’ t have to go far to get involved.  Most of our events are free (some include a 
small fee), so with this many events taking place this spring and summer it will be easy to keep 
occupied and enjoying your local wildlife.  
For more information about any of the Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust events, pick up a new full 
colour What’s On Guide: available from Attenborough Nature Centre, Tourist Information 
Centres, garden centres, libraries, and a range of other venues. Get involved and make the most of 
the natural wonders on your doorstep today! 
Alternatively details of Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust events can be found online at 
www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org 
  
Local School helps new ‘Wellies for Wildlife’  initiative get off to a flying start  
Pupils at Orston Primary School helped Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust launch its new ‘Wear 
your Wellies for Wildlife’  initiative with an action packed welly wearing display of the finest 
order.  
Around 80 pupils and staff donned their wellies and helped to raise funds to help support the 
charity’s efforts to conserve barn owls and other farmland birds.  
As well as wearing their wellies for a special Achievement Assembly, pupils swapped wellies, 
made butterfly feeders and came up with a host of ideas as to how wellies could help create new 
wildlife habitats! 
Speaking about the event Wildlife Trust Education Officer Lynn Victor commented: “The school 
was incredibly enthusiastic and really took the idea of ‘Wear your wellies for wildlife’  on board. 
As well as having fun, they did curriculum linked activities and raised £50 which the school will 
use to adopt a barn owl through our Adopt a Species campaign.”   
Explaining why the school got involved Environmental Co-ordinator Claire Hargraves 
commented 
©We are always looking for creative ways in which our children can learn. One class made bird 
and butterfly feeders for the school grounds whilst another linked the day to their curriculum 
work on handling data. They counted the coins donated, created bar graphs and came up with 
ideas for how wellies could help wildlife such as converting wellies to bird feeders, nesting 
places, insect habitats and planters! As Daniel from Class 4 said ©I didn©t know you could do so 
much with a pair of wellies!© 
  
Wear your wellies for wildlife is a brand new fundraising initiative and Nottinghamshire Wildlife 
Trust wants people to wear their wellies as they go about their everyday business – perhaps 
wearing them to work or, like pupils at Orston Primary – at school. The idea is then to either get 
friends and family to sponsor them to do it or to come up with fundraising events and activities on 
the day.  



Speaking about the initiative Fundraising Manager Leah Graham commented:  
We want people to organise ‘wear your wellies for wildlife’  events in much the same way that 
people arrange ‘dress down’  days or non-school uniform days. As well as raising a smile we hope 
that the events will help us to raise much needed funds for local wildlife projects. Our 
conservation officers and volunteers spend a lot of time in their wellies helping wildlife so we 
thought this would be a great way to raise funds.”   
A similar scheme organised by Gloucestershire Wildlife Trust has seen everyone from rugby 
players to barristers donning their wellingtons and anyone wishing to get involved should contact 
the Wildlife Trust on 0115 958 8242 or visit their website www.nottinghamshirewildlife.org for 
further details. 
 
Rushcliffe Barn Owl Project, Clive James. admin@rushcliffebarnowls.co.uk�
 
SPEEDY,                     22ND MAY 1989 - 6TH MARCH 2008 
Rushcliffe’s famous Barn Owl Speedy sadly died on 6th March 2008 after a short illness. Speedy 
was virtually known by most people within Ruddington and Rushcliffe through one way or 
another. His visits to schools and groups of all kinds brought a lot of happiness to a lot of people. 
Children at schools would shake with excitement in his presence. Wherever he went he brought 
sheer enjoyment to all. Speedy was a hands on owl. He enjoyed his visits and the many thousands 
of people that he met. 
 
Speedy was reared in captivity and he was in schools with children and other groups at a really 
early age endorsing the importance of wildlife and the care of the environment. In 2006 he was 
awarded the Mayors Special Award at Rushcliffe’s Community Awards for his contribution to 
the Environment. 
 
Speedy stimulated an interest in Barn Owl conservation and this was helped enormously in 1995. 
1995 was designated as European Nature Conservation Year .This was the year the Rushcliffe 
Barn Owl Project (RuBOP) was started. A volunteer team was set up and with help from 
Rushcliffe Borough Council and various sources of funding the Project got under way. 
Barn Owl numbers in the wild had at that time declined nationally to around 5,000 wild pairs. 
The Barn Owl was seriously under threat. 
 
Speedy was an education guru, he seemed to know how to perform to his audience young and 
old. Other times he would sleep motionless. And many a time he would be insulted by the 
comment “ Is it a stuffed one?”  Speedy sometimes seemed to know and would open his eyes and 
turn his head as if in disgust. He attended photo shoots and posed at art classes, and he’s even 
appeared on radio shows!  
 
There are many adults out there who have children of their own now who saw Speedy when they 
were youngsters.  
When taken out for his free flying Speedy would spend a lot of time around the perimeter of 
Rushcliffe Country Park. This stimulated a lot of interest especially as funding had helped us 
secure the placement of seven Barn Owl pole boxes on the Park. 
 
Speedy also attended a lot of shows and fund raising events for the project and has met many a 
famous face. Agricultural shows brought him a lot of attention and interest from farmer’s and 
landowners and this encouraged box placement. He has certainly helped to address the need for 
the care and conservation of some of our rare and delicate species. 
To date Rubop manages over 150 boxes in the Borough  
 



Speedys work in schools brought him to many inner city areas where parks and green spaces are 
very sparse. Feed back was amazing. After many of his visits he would receive through the 
Project, pictures and cards and little mementoes that the children had made for him. 
The reaction to seeing Speedy was magical almost all had never seen an owl never mind the 
chance to touch one!  
Speedy left imprints on the minds of many people. He will be sadly missed by all young and old! 
 
If at all possible could we ask for feedback from people who remember Speedy to be sent to-  
admin@rushcliffebarnowls.co.uk 
 
Our thanks go out to Hugh and his staff at the Ruddington Veterinary Centre for their help and 
dedication during Speedy’s illness. 
 
Sherwood Forest Community Rangers and Forestry Commission, Louise 
Fleetwood. louise.fleetwood@forestry.gsi.gov.uk 
 
Ecological Monitor ing Post – A warm welcome to Adrienne Bennett who has joined Sherwood 
Forest District to aid wildlife monitoring within the area. Adrienne can be contacted on  
adrienne.bennett@forestry.gsi.gov.uk or by phone 01623 822 447. 
 
Shadow Rangers – Our shadow rangers have done a fantastic job once more, assisting with 
practical conservation, friends of groups and the odd activity session.  A couple of our shadows 
are now being paid by our partnership organisations to lead sessions on our behalf. We will be 
recruiting for our next six-month placements in June/July of this year. If you know of anybody 
who would like to shadow a member of our community ranger team learn practical and id skills 
and assist in leading groups, then feel free to get in touch with 
louise.fleetwood@forestry.gsi.gov.uk  or 01623 822 447. 
 
Sherwood Forest Community Rangers – continue to support and provide opportunities for local 
communities to improve their woodlands. Vast amounts of practical 
management has been undertaken over the last six months with help 
form our volunteers, from woodland thinning to the creation and 
extension of Dingy Skipper habitat. Environmental education also 
plays an important role to the work undertaken by our rangers, 
improving the local knowledge of children and adults within their 
communities. 
 
Up-coming Events  – A number of events are run by our rangers 
throughout the year.  In the coming months events will include dawn 
chorus walks, pond dipping, wildflower surveys and a range of guided 
walks.  To find out more details look at the events page on the BAG 
website (www.nottsbag.org.uk). 
 
South Notts local Group, Gordon Dyne. gordon.dyne@mypostoffice.co.uk 
 
In the latest Spring and Summer programme of events there are a number of walks and talks 
being held by the South Notts Local Group of the Wildlife Trust.  The events spanning April to 
August include open days and guided walks around a variety of nature reserves in the south of the 
county, walks and talks on birds, flowers and dragonflies and other wildlife related activities.  To 
find out more details of the events contact Gordon Dyne or visit the events page on the BAG 

Photograph: Steve Houghton 



website – this includes events from many of the BAG partnership organisations.  If you want to 
add your organisations events to the BAG website please send them to 
biodiversity@nottscc.gov.uk. 


